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» A Handley Page 0/400, as identified by the short engine nacelles that were the main 
recognition feature of the four hundred or so delivered before the Armistice. The 0/100, 
‘of which only forty were built, had longer nacelles. 





Introduction 


As early as 1912, the Royal Navy had shown an interest in the potential of dropping bombs 
from aircraft. Some of the earliest experiments to determine the minimum safe altitude from 
Which bombs could be dropped without damage to the attacking aircraft had been undertaken 
by that service, However, upon the outbreak of war in 1914, the only bomb to be had was the 
twenty-pound Hale bomb, and only twenty-six of these were immediately available. Despite 
this handicap, the Admiralty in London immediately began to look into the possibility of 
procuring a large airplane capable of making patrols to monitor the movements of U-boats and 
other vessels likely to interfere with the shipping lanes through which the greater part of 
Britain's food supply and raw materials were delivered. 

‘The obvious source of such an airplane seemed to be Handley Page Lad, Although it had been 
in existence for only five years, during which time it had built only small, single-engine aircraft, 
the company already had plans to construct a twin-engine biplane capable of crossing the Atlantic 
‘Ocean at pethaps eighty miles per hour. This was to be designated "L/200,’ following the Handley 
Page system of designations based on engine horsepower 

‘The L/200 was offered to the Admiralty as the basis of « maritime patrol aircraft. Instead, 
CCapiain Murray Sueter, director of the British Admiralty's Air Department, and his technical 
adviser, Harris Booth, demanded an airplane powered by two engines and having a wingspan of 
114 feet, an aircraft capable not only of sea patrol but also bombing the German High Seas Fleet 
in Kiel harbor. Thus the Handley Page Type ‘O* was created, and its basic design was largely 
rigreed to by 4 February 1915, 

‘This new design was powered by two 226-horsepower engines, and might have been called 
the “0/200 (For its 200-plus horsepower engines) oF even *O/300" (the horsepower rounded up), 
as described unofficially on an old document. However, a designation based on engine power was 
seen as possibly conveying useful information to a potential enemy, and an official objection to 
it was lodged, Accordingly, the new aircraft was designated 0/100,’ adopting the now-reduced 
Wingspan (one hundred feet) as part of the model designation 

‘The prototype of the new airplane, which fist flew from Hendon on 18 December 1915, had 
1a glazed nose extended back over the flight deck. A gun position was later substituted for the 
‘lazing, and most of the armor was removed. 

















‘The 0/100 proved successful as both a bomber and maritime pao aircraft, soit was logical 
thar work should commence on a new and upgraded version to be known as the 0400, which 
began wo appear in quantity during the spring of 1918. The O/400 strongly resembled the eatier 
(0/100 except forthe engines, but the new aircraft eliminated some of the earlier types faults, 
soch asthe fail ter experienced by afew O/100s, A redesigned aileron trailing edge also was 
introduced, effective with airframe number 1457 

‘The O/400 was used both for maritime patrols by the Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS) and 
regulary asa night bomber during the final three months ofthe war by the Royal Air Fore's 
newly-consiuted Independent Air Force (IAF). On a few occasions the IAF dropped 1,650- 
pound bombs onthe Rhineland and Ssar industrial ares; so great was the explosion from these 
“monster” weapons that the enemy at first mistook them for some typeof inked cluster bomb, 

‘A single example ofthe 0/400 went to Palestine, where it was operated by No.1 Squadron, 
‘Australian Flying Corps. The United Stats also ordered 1,500 O1400s from the Standard Aira 
(Corporation, 31934 being obtained from Harland and Wolf aa pater fr these 

Pablic indignation at air atacks on Britain were in part responsible forthe Ait Board ordering, 
as carly asthe second half of 1917, prototypes ofa new generation of heavy bombers, again 
from Handley Page (the V/1S00) and also from Vicker, Li The latter's contribution ater known, 
as the Vim, caused astonishment when, during atest fight at Marlesham in January 1918, i 
proved capable of liting « load greter than that of the much lager Handley Page ©1400, 
Accordingly, an ord fora hundred was immediately placed after three prototypes had been buil 
However, production was delayed by continual redesign of the aircraft for a variety of different 
engine installations, and asa result, the Viskers Vimy saw no action before the Armistice. Only 
‘one Vimy hd reached the RAFFs Independent Air Force at Nancy by the end ofthe war. 

“American interest in the Vimy’ extended to a specilly-built version ordered with two 400- 
horsepower Liberty engines. The ft of these was destroyed inf, withthe result that subsequent 
work onthe project was abandoned, and no Liberty-powered Vimy ever few. 

“The Vimy was a contemporary of such bombers the de Havilland D.H.10 andthe Blackburn 
Kangaroo, both of which saw limited action. It epitomized the RAF's postwar bomber force and 
in small numbers also wast find fesh lease of ie as a civilian aircraft, as cid the Hanley Page 
(01400. However, the Vim, although conceived asa bomber, is better remembered asthe arcaft 
which was to fly across the Atlantic and wo Australia inthe immediate postwar years. (0 6) 

















‘The figure just visible under the nose of this Handley Page 0/100 emphasizes the size of these aircraft in a view which also shows the opposite rotation ofthe type's propellers. 
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Handley Page 0/100 
First Prototype 








Handley Page 0/100 
Second Prototype 

















Handley Page 0/100 
Production Version 





























Handley Page 0/400 
Production Version 

















Handley Page V/1500 





























Vickers Vimy IV 
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Handley Page 0/100 


‘The development of Britain's new giant bomber was not without problems, not the least of 
which was that of staring the engines without the aid of mechanical assistance. Hand-starting 
at first was out of the question, as the propellers could not be reached from the ground. 
Eventually a double ramp was devised, over which ran a succession of ground crewmen who 
swung the propellers as they passed, thereby priming the engines so they could be started with 
the hand magneto, The elimination of the nose glazing gave the second prototype a downward 
{tapered nose, This vanished when a forward gun position was added. Surprisingly, few problems 
appear to have risen with the wing-folding gear despite its massive proportions. 

Bad luck seemed to surround the 0/100 when two, numbers 1462 and 1463, were sent 10 
France on New Year's Day, 1917. Finding unbroken cloud over the English Channel, Sub- 
Lieutenant Sands, piloting 1462, eventually found Villacoublay with the aid of dead reckon- 
ing, but the erew of 1463 (Lieutenant Henry Connell Vereker, Lieutenant Hibband, Leading 
Mechanics Kennedy and Wright, and First Class Air Mechanic W. W. Higby) became lost due 
{oa faulty compass, In an attempt to discover their whereabouts, Vereker descended to an altitude 
of two hundred feet, but, finding no break in the cloud, climbed back to 6,000 feet and spent 
some time there before losing altitude again. As fuel began to run out, they spotted a church 
spire and landed nearby to ask directions, Leaving their aircraft, the crew soon discovered that 
they were at Chalandry, near Laon on the enemy side of the lines. Attempting to reboard the 
‘bomber, Vereker was hauled down the ladder by a member of a German patrol and captured 
‘with his crew, There was no time 10 destroy the aircraft, and Vereker refused to fly it to a 
German base, It was dismantled and taken by road to Johannisthal, where it was re-assembled, 
examined, and test flown by several German pilots, allegedly including Manfred von 
Richthofen, who is said to have taken it to an altitude of 10,000 feet. 

















Early 0/100 0 
‘some twenty years later, 








though the outer rings here are white. 





ial number 1458 seen after delivery to No.3 Wing, RNAS, at Manston, Kent. The unusual roundels on its fur 


Despite this accidental ‘presentation’ of Britain’s latest bomber to the Germans, it was quickly 
Jost in a crash due to incorrectly rigged aileron cables, but not before it had been demonstrated to 
Kaiser Wilhelm, 

The first 0/100 operations were carried out in daylight, but following the loss of one brought 
down in the sea, sorties were switched to night. The Sth Wing, based at Dunkirk, operated O/100s 
against Bruges, Ostend, and Zecbrugge, and the 3rd Wing, based in Luxeuil, easter France, flew 
‘0/100s agains the industrial regions ofthe Saar. These night missions were a first by single aircraft 
<due to an initial shortage of them, but a typical later operation was that ofthe night of 24/25 October 
1917, when nine 0/100 flew in a mass attack with an escort of sixteen F-Es from Ochey. 

“The bomb Joad of the O100 was originally intended to be made up of sixteen 112-pounders, 
‘but later changes were suggested to enable loads of up to four thousand pounds to be carried, 
dependent on the engines fitted. It was this ability to cary a heavy load, coupled with reliable 
‘engines capable of ensuring long-distance flights, that resulted in the O/100 being used for one of 
World War I's most spectacular sorties. 

At the end of 1916, Squadron Commander Kenneth S. Savory, R.N, conceived a mission 
that was simple in its audacity, being nothing less than a bombing attack on the powerful 
German battle cruiser Goeben then in harbor at Stenia Bay, Turkey, where it was a threat 10 
Russian vessels in the Black Sea as well as those of the western Allies in the Aegean, However, 
the mission called for a flight of nearly 2,000 miles from Manston in Kent to the Greek island 
‘of Mudros, 

‘0/100 number 3124 was selected forthe tsk. The extensive preparations required meant that it 
was 23 May 1917 before Savory and his crew were ready to depart on the first leg of the journey, 
which had been divided into two-hundred-mile (322 km) segments, The last segment was through 
‘mountainous country, for which only poor maps existed, and these had not been completed until the 
‘end of the frst woek in June. 


























age and wings anticipate the RAF markings of 








By now the original idea of a torpedo attack on Goeben had been dropped in favor of using 
112-pound (51 kg) bombs. The attack was timed for 3 July, but had to be cancelled when the 
aireraft’s engines overheated. The mission was rescheduled for 5 July, but this also had to be 
ccancelled when burst tires made takeoff impossible. Bad weather three days later also forced a 
‘cancellation, but the weather improved on the following day, and Savory took off at $:47 p.m., 
reaching the target five minutes before midnight. 

‘The enemy was completely taken by surprise when the firs salvo was dropped from an altitude 
of eight hundred feet (244 m) and started a fre. The next salvo scored a direct hit on the vessel. With 
cight bombs gone, Savory then took 3124 over the nearby Turkish War Office, claiming to have hit 
this from an altitude of 1,300 feet (396 m), aided by the light ofthe fie he had caused during his 
thirty-five minute stay over the target 

‘The 0/100 afterwards remained at Mudros, where its maintenance proved to be a problem due 
toa lack of spare parts, On 30 September it was used in an attempted bombing atack on the railroad 
stations at Haydarpasa, but was forced down in the sea, probably by engine trouble. The three 
crewmen aboard, Lieutenants Wise, Aird, and Alcock, were taken prisoner. Lieutenant Alcock 
‘would later gain fame by flying across the Atlantic with Arthur Whitten Brown in a Vickers Vimy. 

During its service use, the 0/100 underwent a number of modifications, including revisions 
to the ailerons, horizontal stabilizer, and elevators, and the adoption of a simpler landing gear. 
{In addition, the engine nacelles were shortened and the fuel tanks they formerly contained were 
repositioned in the fuselage. Al these changes were to justify a new designation: the Handley 
Page 0/400. (14) 

















~ The first prototype 0/100, 1455 is seen here after modification to production standard. 
‘The serial number is carried on the extreme end of the fuselage in white, although the 
roundels are yet to be reduced to the standard smaller diameter. 








=A prototype HP 0/100, with experimental mass balances on its elevators, next to a, 
Bristol Type ‘C’ single-seat scout. 








arly production model HP O/100 number 1463, which landed behind enemy lines on 1 January 1817 due to a faulty compass, is seen being examined after capture. 
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~ The first 0/100 to go to the Middle East after the war was this one, delivered to 216 
Squadron, RAF, at Heliopolis, Egypt, in 1920. The squadron had earlier flown O/100 1459, 
the first in France. 





‘= Another view of 1463 in German markings shows the PC10 upper surface finish still intact 
{8 indicated by the serial number on the rear fuselage. 


“Horizontal stabilizer and elevators on 
‘0/100 first and second prototypes (serial 
‘numbers 1455 and 1456 respectively). 


























Handley Page 0/100 





























Specifications 











Length ... - 62 f 10,24 in (19.15 m) 











Wingspan(upper) 100 ft (30.48 m) 
(lower) . 70 ft (21.34 m) 
Height ... (6.71 m) 
Weight, empty 100 I (9,629 kg) 
Weight, 000 Ib (6,350 ka) 














) 
Engine ‘Two 250-hp Rolls-Royce Eagie i 
‘Maximur ‘mph (137 kph) at sea level, 



































‘+ A.320-horsepower Sunbeam ‘Cossack’ engine on a mobile test rig. Engines of this type = Aside view of Sunbeam ‘Cossack’ engine number 3123 on its test stand, This particular 
Wore fitted to six 0/100s, a twenty-hour flight test program being planned with them. ‘example had skirtless pistons and an improved exhaust manifold, 


+ One of the six Cossack-powered 0/1008, BO446 Is seen here with a group of Australian Flying Corps personnel at Fi 
Halton, Buckinghamshire. Landi ng fet-y-| 0 


NI 








Port landing gear unit 
shown. 








INAS 0/100 3124 lands on the Greek istand of Mudros in 1917 after bombing the German battle cruiser Goeben on its fight from Britain. Its later bombing of Constantinople was the first 
Intercontinental air attack in history. 
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Handley Page 0/400 


‘The new OV400 had litle to distinguish it eterally from the 0/100 from which it had been 
developed, apart fom the shortened engine nacelles made possible by the relocation ofthe fel 
tanks (othe fuselage. Changes included anew eletical system a revised fuel system, propeller 
rotation in the same direction, # slightly offset vertical stabilizer, and enlarged radiators. 

The frst of the aircraft embodying these features was issued t the RNAS, chiefly to be wsed 
to combat operations by Usboas, then a serous theat to British overseas supplies. No. 16 
(Naval) Squadron meanvihile began operations agains such enemy industria targets as Coblnz 
Conflans, Mannhcim, and Ssarbrucken. and by the fll of 1918, the wnit, now designated 216 
Squadron, had been augmented by a number of O/O0s taken from other squadrons. typical 
mission was that of the night of 25/26 August 1918 by No. 215 Squadron, 
Mannheim were stacked from low level and then thoroughly strafed by the gunners working 
from the aircrafts thre defensive positions 

‘A first these strategic attacks were conducted by pairs of O/400s. The usual bomb load for 
such operations consisted of twelve 112-pound (247 kg) bombs per airraft. However, depending 
Cn the distance frm the target, a maximum of eighteen 112-pounders could be carried (sixteen 
internally and a pair externally under the fuselage), or an equivalent total weight of larger 
tombs exceeding 500 pounds (1103 kg each. Whatever thir weight ll bombs cared inerally 














‘were suspended by their noses and released electrically by a system which enabled preselect- 

the salvo size, whether single bombs or groups of four. The bombs were released through 
spring-loaded doors, which were opened by the weight of the bombs and immediately closed 
afterwards. 





Only one 0/400 saw operational use outside France, It was flown from the British Isles to 
Palestine by Brigadier-General A. E. Borton and Major A. S. C. Maclaren in July 1918 for the 
purpose of bombing the enemy's air base in the Der’a region, a base which was a threat to the work 
‘of Colonel T. E. Lawrence (better known as “Lawrence of Arabia”). On its outward journey, the 
bomber was used as a transport, bringing mail as well asa ton of gasoline and cil forthe Bristol 
F.2b and de Havilland D.H.9 placed at Lawrence's disposal. This aircraft was eventually delivered 
to No.1 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps (No. 67 Squadron, RAF, until 5 February) in time to 
make a successful bombing attack on the Turkish general headquarters’ telegraph and telephone 
exchange immediately before the launching of Allenby's offensive 

‘About four hundred of these important bombers were delivered before the Armistice from 
4 total of seven hundred ordered, However, it was Lawrence's Arabs at Umm-es-Surab that 
gave pethaps the best description of the O/400 when they saw for the first time the machine 
sent to support their cause and commented, "Indeed and at last, they have sent us THE aero- 
plane!” By the standards of the time, they were right. 








(» 23) 


‘A picture taken with a fixed camera looking to the rear from the front cockpit. There are two figures in the dorsal gunner’s position, the one on the left is adjusting rimless goggles. 
Pipework on the center-section struts connects with the two cylindrical 130 gallon fuel tanks beneath. 








Dae a rs seas pee ries = Se ri 
Handley Page 0/400 C968, which achieve the rst Englandto-Egypt flight in August 1818, at Abou. Crew lft right, re Maor A. S.C. Maclaren, Sergeant Goldfinch, Ar Mechanic 
France, and Brgaler AE. Borin, The fight ater continued lo Deh, reached on 12 December. The lice bein reeds “KEEP CLEAR OF THE PROPELLERS.” 
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» Handley Page 0/400 F314 is seen here at 
No. 14 Alreraft Acceptance Park before 
Issue to an RAF squadron or going into 
storage. It was a late production model, 
built’ by the Birmingham Carriage 
Company, and might not have been 
delivered until as late as 1920. The nose 
‘gunner’s position has twin Lewis guns. 











(0/400 8326 was known 
‘a8 the ‘Silver Star’ from 
Its color scheme. It is 
‘seen here at RAF 
Hendon, North London, 
when flown by No.t 
(Communications) 
‘Squadron. The fuselage 
bband is believed to be 
Roundel Blue with rod 
‘edges. The small roundel 
(on the rudder is unusual, 


Handley Page 0/400 



































Specifications 


Length .. 62 ft 10.24 in (19.15 m) 
Wingspan ). 100 ft (30.48 m) 







Hefght 
Weight, empty 
te P 
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= Soen here at Farnborough, Hampshire, on 8 February 1918 in company with an S.E.5A, 
‘0/100 3117 was tested with both Sunbeam and Hispano engines after having been modified ~ Photographed at Porthoime in August 1918, 0/400 D9702 was a late production aircraft 
with four 200-horsepower Hispano Suiza ‘push-pull’ engines in November 1917 as atest of a batch ordered from Clayton and Shuttleworth, the majority of which were cancelled, 
installation for the Handley Page V-1500. It was powered by a pair of Sunbeam Maori engines, 





‘serial number on the side of this 0/400 indicates that it was originally a bomber converted for use as an airliner by Handley Page Transport Ltd., with its former service sorial 
smporarily used as a registration. It later became fully civilanized as G-EAAW. It was withdrawn from use on 10 January 1923. 








~ This view of an 0/400 emphasizes several features of the type, including the shorter engine 
‘nacelles, made possible by the moving of the fuel tanks from the rear of the nacelles into the 
fuselage. The rectangular tall flash instead of rudder stripes also was common to the Q/00. = A typical tal ‘trolley,’ used to assist crew in maneuvering the 0/400 on the ground. 











‘An unidentified Handley page 0/400 in what appears to be a clear dope finish. Note the small roundel on the underside of the upper wingtip. 
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‘+ 0/400 5426 was on the strength of 115 Squadron, RAF, which operated the type as part of the Independent 
Air Force from July 1918 unti its disbanding in 1919. The squadron's first raid using the 0/400 was against 
‘Metz-Sablon on 16/17 December, when four tons of bombs were dropped. Night handling markings appear 
(on the rear fuselage. 





‘The components of this 0/400 were manufactured by No.1 National Aircraft Factory at Waddon, near 
Croydon, Surrey, but were sent to Cricklewood, North West London, for assembly by United States 
personnel. The dorsal bulge aft of the cockpit was a long-range fuel tank. 
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‘= The nose gunner of an H.P. 0/400 poses in his gun ring at Cressy on 27 
‘September 1918. Beneath his Lewis gun is an early drift sight, while 
jessoneau canvas hangar. 
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American ‘H-Pip’ 0/400s 


In June 1917, shortly after the United States emered World War, dravvings ofthe Handley Page 
‘01400 had been forwarded to McCook Field for examination by Army officials. In 1918 the aircraft 
was selected for construction inthe US., and °H-Pip” the Bish slang tem forthe aircraft based 
‘onthe phonetic alphabet of the time, was slowly absorbed into American speech. 

‘American O/400s were to be powered, not hy the standard Rolls-Royce Eagle VII engines 
ofthe British examples, but pair of Liberty 12:Ns, Modifications devised by the Engineering 
Division ofthe U.S, Signal Corps wok advantage of the strength ofthe Handley Page airframe 
to take the new Liberty engines 

“To aid the American production effort, a sample airframe was sent to McCook Field in 
January 1918, Tis areraft was B49, one of six 0/100s powered by 320-horsepower Sunbeam 
Cossack engines, with the ational o different components which made it an 0/400 painted red 
(o aid identification, An order for five hundred O/40s was quickly placed with the Standard 
Aircraft Corporation, and a futher thousand were ordered in August 1918 to equip thirty US. 
‘Amy squadrons based in Europe, but the day before production was dh nence, these 
‘orders were cancelled due tothe swift changes inthe war situation. 

Apart from the diferent engines, American Handley Pages also differed from their British 
counterparts in using cotton fabric instead of linen, despite the fact that the cotton had to be 
covered wit cellulose acetate, which was in short supply rather th available 
nitrate dope, It was in cellulose acetate-doped cotton thatthe firs 
delivered, with the appropriate name “Langley” on is side and crossed US. 0 
flags painted on its nose, However, this clear dope finish dd not Last replaced 
by one of olive drab with tricolor rudder stripes and red and blue roundels, although the flag 
dlecoration was retained. American 0/400s aso had a slighily different 
which was higher than that of British examples, with a pair of Marlin .30-caliber machine guns 
onal stead of the Lewis guns ofthe British aircraft 

United States interest in the 0/400 also extended to plans to assemble a number of aircraft 
in Brin from parts shipped from the U'S. One hundred sets of parts were shipped for assembly 
bby National Aircraft Factory No.1 at Wadkon, Surrey, but the exact number completed is 
unknown, F534 was assembled by US. Air Service personnel at Ford. Ju 
Sussex during October 1918 andl went to Cricklewood fo light tests early in the following year 

the only Britsh-buit O/400 to have Liberty engines 

In the United States, three O400s were delivered, one known to have had the raised nose 
‘gunners poston, and swenty others, with Brtsh-ype noses, were immediately placed in storage 
Of these, seven Were refurbished in 1920 to take part in General Billy Mitchell's bombing trials, 
roping externally carried 2,000-pound (907 kg) and 4,000-pound (1.814 kg) bombs on cap 
tured German saships in Chesapeake Bay. 

A tolal of 107 American 0/400s are believed to have been completed: the majority Went 
straight into sto (27) 
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» A Handley Page 0/400 of 207 Squadron, Independent Air Force, Is towed out by a Clayton 
land Shuttleworth tractor in August 1918. A drift sight is fitted to the nose. The caps of the 
personnel confirm that the unit was originally a Royal Naval Air Service squadron. 





= 0/400 88811 of 207 Squadron, RAF, flies over German territory in May 1919. The widely 
‘spaced codes on the fuselage were ‘A:2," divided by the side roundel. Strong top lighting 
there gives an iiusion of alight finish, but the finish was standard P.C.10 upper surfaces, 











‘+ Apart from its United States national markings under the lower wings, little Is known about this 0/400, but it may be one of the 15,000 ordered trom the Standard Aircraft Corporation to 
bbe powered with 350-horsepower Liberty 12N engines. The first such machine was delivered in September 1918. 


4 American 0/400 ‘Langley’ seen hore 
‘at Wright Field with red and white 
roundels under the upper wingtips. 
It was rebuilt from B9449, one of a 
batch of five alreraft of ‘varying 
types which were assembled from 
salvaged parts and spares. 




















«An early production 
Handley Page 0/100, No, 
3Wing, Royal Naval Air 
Service (RNAS), 
September 1916, Upper 
Surfaces and fuselage 
sides were finished in 
C10, and undersides 
were clear doped. Wing 
struts were natural 
Wood, No serial number 
was applied 















» Handley Page 0/400, 
Serial number unknown, 
100 Squadron, RAF, 
France, September 1917, 
Finish is overall PC1O. 
The single fuselage 
number was an early 
attempt at alrcratt 
Identification, lator 
replaced by a lettor- 
number combination 








4+ Handley Page 0/400 
(C9696 of No. 207 
‘Squadron, Independent 
Air Force, August 1918, 
In overall PC10, No. 
207 Squadron was 
originally a Royal Naval 
Air Service squadron. 
















> Vimy Mk. F9569 was the first Vimy 
to have Rolls-Royce engines and 
the only Vimy to reach the Western 
Front in World War | Finish was 
C10 upper surfaces with clear 
doped lower surfaces. Panels on 
forward fuselage were painted gray. 
Roundels were outlined with a 
one-inch white surround. 





+ Westland-built Vimy FB27a H.5066, 
one of a batch of seventy-five of 
Which only one-third were delivered, 
Al had a dark overall finish, two-color 











» Vimy Mk. F9170, No.4 Flying 
‘Training School, Abu Sueir, Egypt, 
‘mid-1920s. Finish is aluminum dope 
‘overall, with black numeral 6; serial 
‘numbers, and tips of wing struts, 


Handley Page V/1500 


The ultimate development of the Handley Page bombers of World War I was th 
'V/1500, which bad a wingspan of only some forty feet less than that fa Bocing 747 
the use of four engines in a tandem layout, with one tractor engine and one pusher engine in each of 
two nacelles, The existence of the V/1500, intended to attack Germany from Great Br 
1 closely guarded military secret that the design work was undertaken by British technicians in 
Iceland, and the crews were specially picked men who had undergone a special course in nav 
{gating these huge aircraft, However, the late entry ofthe V/1500 into production meant that when 
the Ammistice was signed in November 1918, only three were standing by ready for thei first mis 
sion at 166 Squadron's base at Bircham Newton, Norfolk, 

The first of these ‘Super-Handleys, called them at the time, made its initial i 
May 1918. A setback was to follow when it crashed in June 
the following October, Originally, a total of 225 were ordered, to be powered by two Rolls-Royce 
Condor engines, However, these powerplants were not rea 
\were substituted as had been done on the earlier 0/400, a fact which emphasizes that there was 
nothing unconventional about the V/1S00 except for its size and its fourteen-hour endurance, 

Tat the V/1500 was the herald of a new strategic bombing policy is proven by the 
‘a secon RAF squaclron to fly the type atthe same time as No. 166, that being No.167, 
probably created at the same base as the former. It is doubsful, however, that 167 Squadron ever 

ed in the same month that saw the end of the war. 





7, and pioncered 


xin, was such 

















id proved impossible to replace until 
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received any of the new bombers, as it was forn 





Tho long-distance Handley page V/1500 J1936, on what at the time wa 


alled “the Ipswitch-to-India flight, 


The war's end quickly resulted in the cancellation of a lar 
contracts that had been issued, and it may be that only about eight V/1500s were actually buil. 
Some authorities claim that as many as thirty-th 
specialist squadrons were ever completely equipped with the type. The last V/1500 built, which 
first lew on 3 September 1919, differed from the main production version in being powered 


umber of aircraft production 








e were delivered, although neither of the 





bby Napier Lion engine 

Almost now forgotten is that the Handley-Page V/1500 was used in an unusual series of trials 
of potential new methods of aircraft armament. In 1918, one was used to testa three-inch mortar 
fired from the dorsal gun position. The shell, which arced up in a high parabola over the tail of the 
craft und burst 250 feet afl, most likely would have destroyed any interceptor on the bomber's 
tail. Another series of armament experiments using a V/1S00 tested a rear gun turret, 

The V/1500 found no postwar work, as the type was found to be to expensive to operat ether 
in a commercial or military role in the peacetime economy. However the type’s long-range 
capability did result in it being pressed into service forthe frst flight between England and India, 
The flight, under the command of Brigadier-General N. D. K. McEwen, was taken in 
via Rome, Malta, Cairo, and Baghdad between 13 December 1918 and 27 January 1919, The crew 
consisted of pilots Major A, S. MacLaren MC and Captain Robert Halley, plus three mechanics, 

v 
‘of the Atlantic, but this effort was abandoned when the Vickers Vimy flown by Alcock and Brown 
successfully accomplished the feat, The Handley Page was relegated to a program of demonstrations 
and the United States. (» 31) 
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500 F7140 was shipped 1 Newfoundland in 1919 to be prepared for an attempted crossing 





in Canad 





photographed in the early morning of Tuesday, 9 January 1919, near the 


Baghdad railroad station, which at the time was “just a shed on the Berlin to Mesopotamia rail line. 








Handley Page V/15 


Specifications 











































































































Length 63 ft (19.20 m) 
Wingspan ...... 126 ft (38.40 m) 
Height ...0..+-.+29 (7.01 m) 
Weight, empty... 15,000 tb (6,804 kg) 
Weight, m 30,000 tb (13,608 ka) 
Engine Four 375-hp Rolls-Royce Eagle Vil 
‘99 mph (159 kph) at sea level 
300 mi (2,092 km) 
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«= 41936 after landing. Before its arrival, the area, which had been a forward base for the ~ An early view of a Handley Page V/1500 which shows the ‘push-pull’ engine installation 
Royal Army Medical Corps, was cleared by the Military Police. Landing at Ambala in the and emphasizes the massive proportions of the design when compared with the figures, 
dusk with a its lights on, it “caused consternation among the natives.” ‘grouped under It. V/1500s were first known only as “Super-Handloys.” 





Vickers Vimy 


Britain's secone!-generation heavy bombers tended to be smaller than their predecessors. They 
included such types as the de Havilland D.H.10, popularly called the “Amiens,” and the Vickers 
Vimy, Neither of these was to see action in the First World War, although both were designed 
tnd the prototypes flown before the Armistice 

‘The first Vimy, B99S2, made is firs flight from Joyce Green, Kent, on 30 November 1917 
after a design and construction period of only four months. This aircraft was powered by a pair 
‘of 200-horsepower Hispano Suiza engines housed in clumsy-looking rectangular nacelles. [nits 
official trials at Martlesham Heath in January of the following year, the Vimy made a sensational 
debut when it lifted a load greater than that of the Handley Page 0/400, an aireraft which had 
nearly twice the power. 

Later modifications to B99S2 included a change to a pair of 200-horsepower Salmson water 
cooled radial engines, a modified tail unit, a transparent pane! in the nose, and a plywood-covered 
forwar fuselage, A second prototype, B99S3, appeared in April 1918, this example having 
inversely tapered ailerons and 260-horsepower Sunbeam Maori engines which extended 
endurance by more than an hour. The third and final prototype, B99S4, delivered in August 1918, 
\was largely similar except for having two 300-horsepower Fiat engines, external bomb racks, 
‘and 10 alternative sets of wings, one with balanced ailerons, Few trials of this alreraft were car. 
rica out, a it was destroyed in a forced landing with Five bombs aboard, 

Now named "Vimy" and described as a short-distance night bomber, the new aireraft was 
ordered in quantity fom Vickers and a number of sub-contractors, including 1 land 
Aircraft organization, The production model, designated Mk. 1V, had vertical stabilizers unlike 
the prototypes, and was powered by two 364-horsepower Rolls-Royce Eagle VII e 
to testa version powered by American 400-horsepower Liberty engines, allegedly for use by the 
U.S. Air Service, were abandoned when the only prototype was destrayed in an accidental fire. 

Although the replacement prototype Vimy reached the RAF's Independent Air Force at 
Naney by October 1918, the frst production versions to enter RAF service were those which 

































+ Tha fat prototype Vekars Vimy, BB862, which made te maiden fight on 0 November 
, (8 Soon here at Martiesham Heath whore it arrived for trials on 10 January 1918, 
By te time the relatore Nad been enlarged andthe upright exhaust stacks ropleced 
by horizontal pipes. 








went to No. 58 Squadron during July of the following year. replacing its Handley Page O/400 
Egypt. These were followed in late 1921 by deliveries to Nos. 45 and 70 Squadrons, all these 
being described as capable of carrying a bomb Toad of 2,402 pounds (1,090 kg) — half the 
declared wartime capacity. At home, No.100 Squadron received the Vimy at Spittlegate during 
1922, but was not completely re-equipped, only the Squadron's “D’ Flight flying the Vimys, 

All together the Vimy equipped only nine RAF bomber squadrons, four of them in Egypt, 
plus No. 4 Flying Training School at Heliopolis. Many of the Vimys serving outside the 
United Kingdom presented an unfamiliar appearance operating without their cowlings in 
‘order to assist in engine cooling. The serial numbers of some rebuilt machines gradually 
acquired a letter “R” as a suffix to their sequence letter following reconstruction (‘J657" 
became "JR6S7,” for example). 

‘Some units flying the Vimy in Egypt made use of an unusual navigational aid, a plowed 
ravine marking part of the 860-mile route between Cairo and Baghdad through inhospitable 

000 feet and more above sea level. This route was first instituted for air mail 














flights, but was later taken as part of a widening commercial network. Despite being marked 
‘out in 1921, parts of it were reported to stil be visible in 1986, 

Not all Vimys in RAF use were bombers, Among the small number otherwise employed 
were J7451, 


used for trials with smoke-producing apparatus at the Royal Aircraft 

nborough, and one fitted with a 37 mm C.0.W. (Coventry Ordnance Works) 
omatic gun, Others, such as F9161 and J7441, were used at RAF Henlow 
y tall and broad ‘ladders’ extending above the 
fuselage on the port side in line with the dorsal gunner’s position 

‘The last Vimy bombers to sce use were those of $02 Squadron at Aldergrove in Northen Ireland, 
which did not relinguish them until summer 1928 in favor of the new Handley Page Hyderabad, 
From 1925 until 1929 some eighty Vimys were refitted with either Bristol Jupiter or Armstrong 
Siddeley Jaguar radial engines and served at parachute and flying traning establishments, The very 
last Vimys used by the RAF must have been those which, nineteen years later, were used 10 pive 
practice to Army searchlight trainees immediately before the outbreak of World War I 

















~ ©9054, the last of three Vickers Vimy prototypes, on 15 August 1918, the day it arrived at 
‘Martiesham Heath. This particular aircraft had a slightly modified nose and was powered 
by Fiat engines. t was used mainly for propeller trial. it crashed twenty 
and was destroyed when its bomb load exploded. 
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Vickers Vimy IV 






Specifications 


66-49 16.5 in (13.27 m) 














Three 
4,804 Ib (2,179 kg) 
Three 
























































= No.4 Flying Training Schoo! flew F9170, one of a batch of a hundred originally ordered but = Vimy IV F8631, from the same production batch as F8596 (below), was delivered in an 

‘only half delivered due to postwar economies. The tips of the wing struts, like the figure ‘6’ entirely aluminum dope scheme, a finish briefly adopted for night-bombers, it was first 

‘on the fuselage side, wore black. F9170 by this time had been converted to dual control. issued to the newly re-tormed No. 9 Squadron in 1924 and later to No. 7 Squadron before 
boing sent overseas to No. 4 Flying Training School 








+ F8596 was the first of a batch of fitty Vickers Vimys built at the Weybridge, Surrey, works of the parent company. The original order had specified elther Fiat or 8.H.P. engines, but the 
‘majority was finally fitted with Rolis-Floyce Eagles. The fins of this aircraft appear to have beon removed. 














‘Seen here in aluminum dope finish, Vimy IV F9158 was used for trials to investigate the use of oleo undercarriage legs and for braking tests. F9186 from the same production batch was 
used in ditching trials in 1920. 
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‘The post-1918 economies expected of the armed forces not only resulted in production cutbacks but also Imposed stringent thrift at the squadron level, resulting in many aircraft 
receiving temporary repairs to their fabric rather than a complete recovering. This Vimy came from the same production batch as that in the preceding photograph. 
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‘+ Vimy H5068 was built by the Westland Aircraft Company of Yeovil, Somerset, one of an 
order of seventy-five, of which only a third was delivered. All had dark finishes, two- 
color roundels, and white serial numbers. Several were rebuilt, rebuilt aircraft being + Another Westland-bullt Vimy IV was H5089 “1.” It flew with 216 Squadron RAF from 
Indicated by the addition of a ‘R’ to the serial. H5068 became HAS068 after rebuilding.  _Kantara, Egypt, in 1922. H5089 later became HFi5089 after rebuilding, 
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+= To judge from the faded two-color roundel, which has been made from one orginally having 

three colors, F8618 8" spent some time inthe Middle East. A Westland-buit machine silar 3 

to this was once looped by test pilot Squadron Leader ‘Rollo’ A. de Haga Haig, AFC. + In addition to bomber and dua-control versions of the Vickers Vimy, there existed those 

‘modified for parachute training, such as J7441 seen here. This was one of a small order 

+ The Air Officer Commanding, Middle East, inspects No.4 Flying Training School, Abu Suir, _f0rfiteen placed in June 1924. Trainees jumped from miniature platforms built on the 
Egypt, which has Its aluminum-doped Vickers Vimys drawn up outside the school sheds. lower wings, aft of the outboard rear wing struts. Others were JR7444 and JR7A54, 
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Civilian Use 

‘As homboe nmi be ate to cay a hanry foe and unt havo x conpartvey bing ry 
the postwar adaptation of surplus 1400s for uso as passenger anspots was only fatal, SUCH 
tmversions wee cated oot so only in Eagland, but aso in every other county that bad 
Gevoloed such tllnary sera. Pomce, for etapa, based ber Goll sien nthe 
Farman FE.6O prototype of 1918, while the later Lore et Olivier LeO 21 wa evolved fom the 
20 12 bomber. and Germany adapted the AE.G. G.V.for use a an aifine. 

"he fist Handley Page aitiners were litle more that O40 fed wih cas, Founcen of 
ties appewed onthe ciiian maret by Jemuay 1920 al had been given RAF serial nurbern, 
eta bad bom ied tu squacien 

Seven other OM00s were specially adapted by moving the fasclage fel tanks into the rea of 
the engine nacelles, tranafring ll tks othe upper wing, Gating windows the side, end 
fing seats for foucen paseegers. These air were aint designad H.P. O70, ler 
tbeviaed 1o 07. Many ofthese strate the atenton of China, then enabling an itera 
tiie network. 

The OF7s were superseded by Handley Page OF10s, which etaned their ier fuel tanks, 
to ware hid wid two eta pasongor vas the Forms ose gunners poidon, Thote were 
‘gah flowed by OFT, wich exept fox having ea pesomger es, wera od to cary 
Cargo. One OVI was purchased by the Thakur Sahib ofthe Indian Princely State of Morv! 

2 was gongoony fed inde 

The Vicker Vimy alo proved tobe adatable to clin use, Probably the best known of 
these was the unregistered rr wed by Alcock and Brow in 19191 fy acres the Alans 
forthe fs time. Others Were G-EAOU. in which brothers Ross and Keith Smith flew to 
Australia in 1919, and G-UABA, in which Lieutenant Colonel Pierre van Ryneveld and Major 
uimin Brand anemped wo fy fom Car to Cape Town in 1920 

Most ofthese civilized Vinys were in effec hybrids, Only thre te Vimy IVs, al of them 
cviginally conducted ax RAF bombers, were to bear Brash flan regintadons, These were 
G-EAAR, which cared its constuctr’s number C-10S' instead of is alloted registration 
markings during a career that an oly fom May 191910 May 1920; G-EAOL. formerly P8628, 
hich was sold to Spain in 1920; and Ros und Keith Smith's G-EAOU, formely "P8630, which 
iscurenly preserved in Australia, 



































«Another civilian Vimy, Alcock and Brown's transatlantic aircraft gets airborne trom 
Lester's Field, Newfoundland, on 14 June 1919. Sixteen hours and twenty-eight minutes 
later it landed in ireland after a journey of 1,890 miles. 


» The Atlantic-crossing Vimy, heavy with fuel, slowly climbs away at 1300 hours local 
time on 14 June 1919, Alcock at the controls and Brown navigating. 





Floss and Keith Smith with their crewmen, Sergeants J. W. = Another postwar event which drew public attention to the Vickers Vimy was the flight 
, pose in front of a standard Vimy. All military equipment was from London, England, to Australia by brothers Captain Ross Smith and Lieutenant 
Keith Smith in civilian Vimy G-EAQU, November-December 1919. 
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A civilianized Vickers Vimy at Beddington Aerodrome, Surrey. The ~ ExRAF 0/400 
(formerly F8625), which first flew on 20 September 1919 and was used first use as a 
demonstrator in Spain, where it was finally sold about 1920. Beddington Aerodrome Company. The 

larged to become Croydon Airport. type designation. 











399 carries its new British civil regist 
‘aircraft on 23 June 1920 by 














‘Another €x-0/400 bomber was D.8350, carrying its former RAF serial number as a temporary civil registration. The letter ‘G' on the tail signified that it was British. Redesignated an HP-16, 
it was operated by the Handley Page Transport Company until its withdrawal in August 1920, by then having been named “Vulture.” 


a 





+ The first Handley Page 0/400 converted as a civil airliner was F5414, seen here in its Bearing the marking ‘HP-1," an early and experimental attempt at aircraft identification, 
bomber form. It became G-EAAF on 1 May 1919 and was redesignated a Type O/7 in an O/7 of Handley Page Transport awaits its passengers. This particular alreraft was 
‘August. It was withdrawn from use in 1923. also registered as K-162, and later, G-EAGN. 








Handley Page OM0 G-EATK had been 0/400 12262 when owned by the RAF. From 1920 to 1922, it operated as a civil airliner from Croydon, Surrey. Itis seen here after being refitted with 
Jupiter engines. 
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G-EATG was an HP 0/10 converted from 0/400 04618 and given the factory number ‘HP-37." 
began operations with Handley Page Transport on 23 June 1920 only to be scrapped two 
ars later. 


Construction Details 


‘The Hundley Page aircraft generally were of similar construction, with wire-braced wooden 
fusclages, wings and tal surfaces, all largely covered in fabric. Some exterior portions were covered 
by three-ply wooden panels, The HP OM00, for example, had plywood covering around the nose 
unner’s compartment and the extreme tip ofthe rear fuselage. Sheet metal surrounded the cockpit. 
‘nd aft ofthis, the turtle deck* was plywood:coveredt back wo poi inline with the 
A rectangular vertical stabilizer was fixed tthe center of the upper surface of the rea 
between the twin rudders. Fuselage windows were made of clear Pyralin, a cellukod plast 
The 0/10 initially had armor protection for a number of areas, but afte the first trials, most 
‘ofthe armor was removed except for that protecting the fuel tanks in the rear of the lon 
nacelles, which housed either 266-horsepower Rolls-Royce Eagle Tl or 320-horsepow 
The four-bladed propellers were of laminated walnut with the blade tips 




















the main fuel tanks to 
where two transversely mounted cylindrical tanks each held 130 
Imperial gallons (156 U.S, gallons). Each tank had a single airdriven fuel pump to supply fel 
to the engines, There were also two gravity fuel tanks in the leading edge of the upper wing 
center section, each holding twelve Imperial gallons (14.4 U.S. gallons), A fifteen-Imperial 
gallon (18 U.S, gallons) oil tank was located in the rear of each engine nacelle 

Up to five defensive 0.303-caliber Lewis guns could be carried by the O/100 and O/400, with 
twin Lewis guns on a Scarf ring inthe nose position. Early examples of both types had a single 
[Levis gun in a dorsal position, mounted on a bar extending the width 
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the gun to slide from side to side. When twin guns were introduced in this position, they were 
‘mounted on twin swivel mounts, one on each side. A seat was provided forthe dorsal gunner. 

‘There was also a trap door in the Moor of the fuselage through which a gun could be fired, The 
floors of both these gun positions were made with wooden slats, Similar floors were provided for 
the front gunner’s position and the cockpit. The pilot occupied the right cockpit seat and the 
‘observer the left. Both the 0/100 and O00 carried a radio set 

Up to a total of eight 112-pound bombs could be carried by the 0/100, The Q/400 could 
carry sixteen 112-pound bombs, three $0-pound bombs, or one 1,605-pound bomb in the 
‘bomb bay, located in the main center section of the fuselage. A rack for light bombs, which 
‘could be manually dropped, was located behind the cockpit seats, 

The wings of both the 0/100 and O/400 were constructed in panels, five for the wp wing 
aand four for the bottom, with box-type main and rear spars and steel tube engine mounts, 
Between the n rear spars were three interspars. Each wing section had four evenly 
spaced steel tube compression members, Wing ribs were of buill-up lattice construction, except 
those af the wing folds, which were solid. There were partial ribs between each main rib. All 
plywood-cove 
‘was sprung with rubber bungee cord under generous woo 
ges were either 800 cm x 150 cm or 900 em x 200.em, 
'V/1S00 was of similar construction, the chief difference, besides its larger 
ed Rolls-Royce Eagle VIII engines of 375 horsepower euch it 
rein each nacelle drove a four-blade pusher propeller, and the forward 
two-blade tractor prope! 

The V/1S00 was unusual for the period in having a defensive gun mounted in the extreme 
tail, giving the gs ‘unprecedented field of fire with his single .303-caliber Lewis gun on 
a “rocking post’ mounting. The other defensive gun positions in the nose and dorsal positions 
had twin Lewis guns on Scarff No, 2 mounts. A V/1500 was also used in late 1918 t0 test the 
installation in the mid-upper gunner's position of « 3-inch mortar, which could fire shells over 
the bomber’s tail into the path of a pursuing enemy fighter, This device was not adopted, 

The maximum bomb load of the V/1500 was 7,500 pounds, but on a typical mission to 
Berlin the bomb load would have been approximately a thousand pounds, 

The Vickers Vimy, like the O/100 and OM400, was designed as a strategic heavy bomber, 
despite its being smaller than its Handley page “cousins.” Its construction of wire-braced timber 
usual for the period, but it departed from convention in its use of stcel tube for the forward 
fuselage and McGruer hollow spars forthe aft fuselage. 

‘The Vimy's wings, both top and bottom, were constructed in three panels, the midalle panel 
spanning the distance between the engines, Only the outer panels had dihedral 

‘The design of the Vimy enabled it to carry its bomb loads vertically within the fuselage in 
twelve cells between the fro spars. Eight bombs could also be cartied externally on 
wing gear. A maximum bomb 
load of 4,804 pounds could be carried, although contemporary records state that typical combat 
Joad was approximately 2,000 pounds. An altemate load was a pair of twelve-inch torpedoes 
‘under the forward fuselay 

Defensive armament of the Vimy consisted of four Lewis guns mounted in pairs on Searff 
in the nose and dorsal positions, although the dorsal guns were not usually fitted postwar 
‘Six spare ammunition drums Were carried for the nose guns, four for the dorsal guns, 

The version of the Vimy produced in the greatest numbers was powered by a pair of 360- 
horsepower Rolls-Royce Eagle VIII water-cooled engines driving wooden four-blade propellers 





























Imterplane struts we ed spruce, 













a fairing 
Main landing gear 
The Handley Page 















































































G-EATH, formerly 0/400 04631, was converted to 0/10 configuration in 1920 for use by Handley Page Transport, which operated it on the Zurich-to-London route until September 1923, 
when it was withdrawn and left to slowly rot away behind the hangars at Croydon. 








Delivered civilianized as an O/10 in the summer of 1920, ex-RAF 0/400 D4609 is seen here at Croydon in September 1921. It was withdrawn in January two years later, Lettering on the 
nose reads “Handley Page Transport, London.” 
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Another view of G-EATM at Croydon when in use by Handley Page. The conversion — ~ Carrying the conversion number ‘HP-43,’ Handley Page 0/10 G-EATN was 0/400 J2261 
‘number ‘HP-42' is on the extreme end of the fuselage, with the RAF until July 1920. It was withdrawn from service on European passenger 
routes and broken up in May 1922. 











‘The first of the O/10 conversions, this aircraft, wearing an overall aluminum dope finish and carrying the conversion code “H.P. 34,’ had been 0/400 F308. It was registered G-EASX in 
October 1920 before being sold abroad in April 1931. 
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‘= One of only four F.8.28 Vimy Commercials registered in Great Britain, G-EASI was flown 
by Instone Airlines, The Vimy Commercial used the wings, tal, and engines of the former 
warplane with a new passenger fuselage. 


The Vickers Vimy Commercial 


In 1919, Handley Page began manufacturing a civilian version of the Vimy, powered by 
Rolls-Roye 1 but with a rotund monocoque spruce ply wood fuselage to accommodate 
ten passengers. The crew of two satin an open cockpit. Known as the Vimy Commercial, it was 
procluced mainly for foreign customers. The Chinese government ordered one hundred, but only 
forty were completed, probably due to the customer's failure to pay interest after April 19: 

‘There were but four Vimy Commercials on the British civil register. These were: G-EAAV 
which had originally carried the very early identity °K 107;" G-EASI, the Instone Company's 
‘City of London;* G-EAUL, which was sold to France in August 1921; and G-EAUY, which 
probably became J6864, the prototype for the RAF's Vernon troop carters 











» Mail and freight being loaded aboard G-EASI, which wears the flag of operators Instone 
Airlines on its nose. When this machine was finally broken up its fuselage became 2 
‘summer house in the nearby back garden of the Royal Dutch Airlines Area Manager! 
This is probably a publicity photo. 





‘= Also taken at Croydon some time after May 1920, this view of G-EASI shows the nosewheet 
landing gear, bloated fuselage, and name ‘CITY OF LONDON’ on the nose. 
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1166 Fokker D.VII in action 
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1137 Bristol Fighter in action 
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1123 BE2 in action 


1110 Sopwith Fighters in action 
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1098 Fokker Dr. in action 








Royal Naval Air Service 0/100 ‘3124’ on final approach for landing at Mudros in 1917 after ~ One of several 0/7s, converted from 0/400s for use by Handley Page Transport, takes off 
bombing the German battle cruiser Goeben while on a fight trom Britain, Con a morning flight. The markings 'HP-1" were an early and experimental attempt at aircraft 
Identification. This particular aircraft was also registered as K-162, and later, G-EAGN, 
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